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Comments:

This was for many years the least known of the Mauser
military cartridges fo American shooters. Recent importation of
large numbers of inexpensive — and well made — Swedish
Mausers have popularized this fine old cartridge as never
before. The accuracy of many of these rifles rivals that of cur-
rently produced factory models. Indeed, most American rifle
manugcturers have added this chambering in the past few
years. Scandinavian hunters have used this cartridge for many
years on game as large as moose as well as a match car-
tridge. Its combination of excellent accuracy and low recoil
have found favor with American shooters as well. The 6.5x55
suffered for many years due to the lack-or great expense—of
factory ammo. Slooters loading for the Swede should not
under any circumstance attempt to form brass from 30-06
cases. Case diameter of the 30-06 runs .008" to .010” smaller
than the Swedish cartridge. Such reformed cases will bulge
dramatically when fired, or worse.

Test Components:

OIS . .o o sosmsms sodamunst famamanss s Federal
Trimfolength ........ ... .. ... ..., 2.155"
FEUDMNS, ... .oimss s Emp s o mERRE Federal 210
PO - i sswmmnis smimenpsigae Large Rifle
B Pl Hol . o s o st mannns yanms No. 27
Jacketed Bullets Used . . . . . . Sierra HP #1710, 100 gr.

Nosler Ballistic Tip #26120, 120 gr.
Hornady SP, #2620, 129 gr.
Sierra HPBT, #1740, 140 gr.

Hornady RN, #2640, 160 gr.

CastBullets Used . .. ........... (sized to .264" diq)
*gas check bullets *#266469, 140 gr.
*#266673, 150 gr.

All major ammunition manufacturers currently offer load-
ings for this caliber as well as bulk brass so such case forming
operations are unnecessary. Although well made, shooters
loading for any of the M94, M96, or M38 Swedish military
rifles should work up loads cautiously, observe for pressure
signs, and back off accordingly should any arise. The same
warning applies fo any Norwegian issue Krag-Jorgensen rifle
one may be loading for. SAAMI established a Maximum
Average Pressure (MAP) of 46,000 CUP in deference to
design of these older military actions. Powders in the medium
to medium-slow range usually give the best results. IMR-4895
and IMR-4064 usuoﬁly produce excellent results with bullets up
to 140grains. Many surplus rifles show variation in the groove
diameter and the Swedish Mausers are no exception. Shooters
should slug their bore and size accordingly.

Test Specifications:

(Velocity Only)

Firearm Used .............. Swedish Mauser M38
Barrellength ........ .. ... ... ... ... ... 24"
IVVSE 5055 5 3 v B 5000 0500 0 0 50 B B B G 1 5 1-74"
GrooveDia. . ... . . 264"
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